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REMEMBERING SIR EDMUND HILLARY 1919-2008
Sir Edmund Hillary. Adventurer, humanitarian, |l egend.

have Sir Ed as a patron of the Antarctic Heritage Trust sinceits inception and acknowledge the enormous
contribution he made throughout his remarkable life in many areas, not least to the people of Nepal throudtis
establishment of theNew ZealandHimalayan Trust.

Alongside Sir Ed’s more famed mountaineering career, ascent of Everest and his decades of humanitarian works in Nepal he had a
passion for adventure and the Ice.

Five years after his ascent of Mt Everest it was Sir Ed’s profile, skill, and determination that were critical in getting the New Zealand
Government and the public enthused about New Zealand’s participation in the Antarctic. As co-leader of the Commonwealth Trans-
Antarctic Expedition (1956-58) which was held during the International Geophysical Year (IGY) he oversaw the establishment of New
Zealand’s Scott Base on Ross Island. This expedition and Sir Ed’s leadership laid the foundation for 50 years of continuous New Zealand
presence on the Ice. After establishing Scott Base he, together with Peter Mulgrew, Jim Bates and Murray Ellis, retraced with tractors the
1911 mid-winter journey made famous by Apsley Cherry-Garrard in his book ‘Worst Journey in the World’, locating the campsite
abandoned nearly fifty years earlier and returning material to New Zealand museums. After wintering over and pioneering a new route
onto the plateau, Sir Ed led modified Massey Fergusson tractors to the Geographic South Pole. He beat Bunny Fuchs in the Snocats who
were also traversing the continent as part of the TAE expedition. The media touted it as another great race to the Pole. Sir Ed’s arrival at
the Pole on 4 January 1958 was the first overland traverse to the Geographic South Pole since Captain Scott’s half a century before. In
1958 Sir Ed was awarded the Polar Medal and his long association with the Ice saw him return several times.

Sir Ed’s international stature ensured when as Trust patron he invited the likes of Sir David Attenborough, Sir Ranulph Fiennes and other
eminent Britons to raise public awareness in Britain of the plight of the explorers’ bases, all were willing to do so.

: On his last visit to Antarctica in 2007 for the 50th
anniversary of Scott Base, Sir Ed and the New Zealand
Prime Minister, Helen Clark, again highlighted the
explorers’ bases plight. The international media
coverage of those comments finally secured substantial
funding from Britain for the cause.

As patron of the Trust Sir Ed, together with Lady
Hillary, were always generous of their time and many
fundraising doors have been opened both nationally and
internationally as a result of their support. We are
particularly thankful for it. On that last visit to the Ice,
Sir Ed also spoke of Sir Ernest Shackleton as his
boyhood hero. It is fitting as we acknowledge Sir Ed’s
passing we report that Shackleton’s only expedition
base at Cape Royds is, thanks largely to Sir Ed’s
influence, now secure with the conservation of the
extensive artefact collection associated with the base
nearing completion.

Alongside his other grander achievements, the name
Hillary stands alongside his boyhood hero, Shackleton,
together with Amundsen, Scott, Fuchs and Byrd in the
first rank of Antarctic explorers.

We acknowledge the longstanding support of June
Lady Hillary and




